[image: image1.png]



PRESENT

Chairman:      Paul Entwistle

Councillors:
Pauline Bamber
Maureen Entwistle   
Matthew Greaves





Barry Probin

John Green

County and City Councillors:

None Attended

Mr Dave Mills (Parish Clerk)

8 members of the public as detailed on the attendance log.

1 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors Daniel Guise and Martin Stewart.

2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
MIN 26/037 the Council Approved the minutes of the meeting on 15th June and the Chairman signed the minutes as a true record. 

3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
All Council members as trustees of the Community Garden expressed an interest in item 7 and Councillor Bamber as the Chair of the Woodplumpton Community Group expressed an interest in item 11.

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
1. The police attended and confirmed that the Preston Rural North area has been divided between the 3 PCSOs giving each a geographical area.  The PCSO with responsibility for the Parish is Ellie.

Ellie provided a comprehensive police report for the Parish covering all areas.  There were no significant issues of concern.

2. The Headteacher of the Woodplumpton Parish School presented the case for the grant that is being sought on behalf of the school.  The school struggles to obtain funding from the diocese for cosmetic works, hence the request to the Parish Council.

3. An update was provided on the Hayfield Park Play Area.  The key outcomes were that although there was a commitment for the land to be handed over by the housebuilder at practical completion, this has not happened and there are no plans to change this in the near future.  A request has been made to the management company RMG to explain the path forward.  RMG have stated that they will need to consult with Taylor Wimpey before responding.

4. Concern was expressed about the speed of traffic on Hoyles Lane, particularly in the light of an accident where a child was hit by a car.  This could have been much worse if the car had been travelling faster.  Extensions to the 20mph zone have been requested, but will be considered as part of the traffic management arrangements around new housebuilding.
5. The gate from William Young Way onto the Hayfield Park Play Area has been badly damaged.  Councillor Green will approach RMG to effect repairs.

6. The Ribbleswood Chase Bridge replacement has now been completed.

7. It has now been 7 months since the damage to the Woodplumpton Village Signs was reported to Preston City Council.  Councillor Entwistle and the Clerk will look at different options for replacement signs.

5 FUNDING REQUEST WOODPLUMPTON PARISH SCHOOL
Woodplumpton School has submitted a request for CIL funding with a total amount of £25,045.  
The Clerk confirmed that as this request related to either improvements in infrastructure or Maintenance to existing infrastructure to support the new developments, then this work could be funded from CIL money

MIN 26/038 The Council resolved to provide funding in the sum of £25,045 to support the works identified on the proposal.
6 SPEED ON THE BACK LANES IN CATFORTH
The Council reviewed the results of the speed and vehicle count monitoring and concluded that the information would be useful in trerms of considering future developments, but that no action was required at this time.

7 PICNIC BENCHES AROUND THE PARISH 
The Council is invited to approve the purchase of picnic benches for the following locations.

· Community Garden Hard Standing

· Catforth Village Hall
· Orchard Play Area

MIN 26/039 The Council Approved the Purchase of 3 Picnic Benches at a cost of £490 each, plus £378 delivery.

The purchase will be delayed to see if it is possible to add further items to take advantage of the delivery charge, which is per shipment
8 CLERK CILCA TRAINING
The Clerk completed and passed CILCA training on 22 June 2026.

In accordance with his contract he is entitled to a pay increment.  This takes his pay from 1 July 2026 to £18,612.

MIN 26/040 The Council noted the increase in the clerks remuneration to £18,612 per annum.

9 GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE
The Parish Council now meets the criteria to claim the general power of competence as over 2/3 of the councillors are elected and the Clerk has a CILCA qualification.
MIN 26/041 The Council resolved that it now has the General Power of Competence.

10 STATE OF FOOTPATHS IN THE PARISH

A report has been prepared by the Lengthsman on the state of footpaths in the Parish. The maintenance of the footpaths is the responsibility of LCC Highways.
The council agreed that Councillor Entwistle would contact LCC highways with the information provided to have action taken to clear the footpaths.

11 THE ORCHARD PLAY AREA

The Woodplumpton Community Group have now progressed the Orchard Playground refurbishment project to a point where delivery can be considered.

They have received 3 quotations the best of which is £182,554.52
They have applied for numerous grants and have received commitments for £41,500, with additional funds possibly being achieved in the next few weeks.

The Group now wishes to ask the Parish Council whether it is willing to cover the shortfall in funding to allow the project to proceed.
The Council considered that taking on the project would be complex, involving the need to undertake a tender process, even though quotes had already been obtained by the Woodplumpton Community Group.

MIN 26/042 The Council Agreed to fund the shortfall of up to £141,054.52 (£10,000 of which has already been paid) to allow the project to proceed.

Management of the project delivery is intended to remain with the Woodplumpton Community Group, led by Councillor Pauline Bamber.

12 TRANSFER FROM CCLA

With the high level of short term commitments (prior to October 2026, when the next CIL payment arrives) the Clerk wishes to transfer £100,000 from the CCLA account to the Unity Trust Account.

MIN 26/043 The Council resolved to transfer £100,000 from the CCLA account into the Unity Trust Account.

13 2025/26 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 1 June 2026 to 30 June 2026.
MIN 26/044 The Chairman verified that the financial accounts and bank statements have been reconciled.
The End of June Balances were:

Current Account    £27,746.80
CCLA Account      £675,000.00
14 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS since 15th June 2026
MIN 26/045 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the January meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	April payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Bank Monthly Fee June 
	Unity Trust Bank
	£10.00
	Ref 48

	Corporate Card Fee
	Unity Trust Bank
	3.00
	Ref 49

	Lengthsman Weeks 9-12
	Lengthsman
	£1,672.00
	Ref 50

	Blower Repair
	Lengthsman
	25.20
	Ref 51

	Garden Invoice June 2026
	Lengthsman
	340.00
	Ref 52

	Woodplumpton Fete Donation
	Woodplumpton Fete
	2000.00
	Ref 53

	Pension contributions clerk July 2026
	Nest Pensions
	£72.17
	Ref 54

	Clerk Salary July 2026
	Clerk
	£865.09
	Ref 55

	HMRC PAYE July 2026
	HMRC
	£643.85
	Ref 56

	Employer National Insurance July 2026
	HMRC
	£170.11
	Ref 57

	Lengthsman Weeks 13-16
	Lengthsman
	£1672.00
	Ref 58

	Lengthsman Materials
	Lengthsman
	£180.69
	Ref 59

	Corporate Card Monthly Fee
	Unity Trust Bank
	£3.00
	Ref 60


15 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

MIN 26/046 Members approved the following accounts for payment 
	Bank Monthly Fee July
	£9.40
	DD
	Ref 61

	Pension contributions clerk August 2026
	£72.17
	DD
	Ref 62

	Clerk Salary August 2026
	£865.09
	BACs
	Ref 63

	HMRC PAYE August 2026
	£643.85
	BACs
	Ref 64

	Employer National Insurance August 2026
	£170.11
	BACs
	Ref 65

	Parish Rooms Rental August 2026
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 66

	Clerk Expenses June-July
	£306.00
	BACs
	Ref 67

	Community Garden July
	£330.00
	BACs
	Ref 68

	Woodplumpton Parish School
	£25,045.00
	BACs
	Ref 69


16 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
MIN 26/047 Members Considered and approved the attached delegated comments for June 2026. Applications can be viewed at www.preston.gov.uk
Applications 06/2026/0064 & 06/2026/0065 Objections have been raised to these applications focussing on the access for the entire new estate is to run along Discovery Drive. This is going to cause years of further traffic along a settled estate. Previous plans for this development included a "possible" additional link to the east west link road, this bit is now listed as tbc and they have removed any reference to a road. Councillors agreed that a letter should be written to planning
Application 06/2026/0554 Councillors agreed that at Parish Council should support this application.
17 CIL PROJECTS

The Parish Council has 5 long term larger projects in the pipeline but with no certainty about when they can be delivered and no agreement from PCC that money can be held beyond the 5 year timeline, as follows:

1. Linear Park (no progress reported from PCC for around a year) – Councillor Thompson has been in touch with Chris Hayward, who is fully aware of the request and will respond once the PCC position is clear.
The Clerk has written to Preston City Council to see if a small portion of the Linear Park land could be made available to the Parish Council for the construction of community facilities.

2. The Orchard Play Area – Agreement has been reached that this can proceed for installation.

3. Hayfield Park Play Area – Little progress as the land still belongs to Taylor Wimpey.
4. Refurbishment of the Canal towpaths – Actively being worked on but a high-cost item, with limited support from the Canals and River Trust.

5. Replacement of the Wooden Windows in St Annes Church – Actively being Worked On.

Currently only The Orchard Play Area and Replacement Windows are making any progress indicating that they may be delivered in the near term.  These projects should consume the older CIL Money, but new projects are needed to consume the more recent CIL receipts.  
Work is ongoing with the Canal and Rivers trust to identify the length of Canal Towpath that it would be sensible to improve.  This will allow more detailed costings to be prepared, so that it can be considered when we would be able to afford the delivery of this project.  This project is reliant upon the receipt of future CIL income.
Councillor Entwistle is working on the suggestion of constructing a doctors surgery in the Parish.  This work is progressing well, with the possibility of a mixed private and NHS facility being considered.

CIL spending for 2026/7 to date is £75,047 compared to income this year of £295,285 therefore efforts are needed to identify and progress projects.

Councilors are requested to Note that we now have £45,000 of CIL money that is 3 years old. (received in April 2023).  £25,000 of this money has now been committed to Woodplumpton Parish School.
Councillor Entwistle is chasing up the Catforth Traffic Calming, while has been stalled with LCC Highways.

CIL Opportunities.
The Council is asked to consider whether there are additional potential CIL projects that should be considered for implementation.
Progress of Smaller Projects

Daffodil Bulbs to create a spring display across the Parish
Information has been requested from LCC highways as to what approvals may be needed for the planting of bulbs and trees.  Awaiting a response from LCC highways.
Eaves Project

No update.
18 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
The grass verges on William Young Way have now been adopted by LCC Highways.  Progress should now be made on the mowing and maintenance of those verges.
The lights on the M55 junction 2 roundabouts have now been connected and are working at night.  No accidents have been reported since the lights were turned on.

19 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 21st September 2026 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms.  
END
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Confirmed as a true Record ……………………………….    Chairman

